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I was stunned by the truth of a friend’s comment that it’s easier to imagine the 
end of the world than a new economic system, and this is a lethal failure of 
imagination.  The world needs people who can exercise their imagination muscles, 
weave new realities from the most insubstantial of threads, . . . 

Pamela Haines, Waging Peace, Pendle Hill Pamphlet 
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 AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship

AND

20-21 April, Midyear Meeting
Bear Creek Meetinghouse
“The Bible in Our Midst”

30 July - 4 August
Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School

All Friends and visitors welcome



 MIDYEAR MEETING

Mark 20-21 April on your calendar for Midyear Meeting.  As always, it is in the Bear Creek 
Meetinghouse outside of Earlham, beginning with 9:00 registration on Saturday morning (20 
April) and ending with Sunday worship and lunch.  

This year the topic is “The Bible in our Midst,” led by Douglas Bennett, recently retired 
president of Earlham College.  Don’t let the topic scare you.  Really.  

Programs are available in the meeting room.  Everyone is encouraged to attend for all or 
part of the weekend.  It is a friendly place to get acquainted with the Friends in our amazing 
yearly meeting.  No fees are established, but donations are encouraged.  

         
SCATTERGOOD

Do you know a young person who might be nourished by Scattergood?  The Spiritual Life 
Committee of Scattergood is hosting a retreat, “Scatter the Light,” on 1-3 March.  It will explore 
“spirituality through pacifism and creativity.”  Cost is minimal and negotiable.  For registration 
and information, go to www,Facebook.com/ScattertheLightRetreat or 
scatterthelightretreat@scattergood.org.  GOOD NEIGHBOR FUNDRAISER

“A Wearin and Sharin of the Green,” a Good Neighbor fundraiser, will be held at the Dublin Bay 
Irish Pub on March 17, 2-4:30.  Enjoy food and drink while listening to The Blue Moon 
orchestra.  A live auction will have gift certificates, donated items, signed Iowa State sports 
memorabilia, and a handmade quilt.  All proceeds will go to Good Neighbor for emergency food, 
rent and utility assistance to residents of Story County.  

For more information, check with our Good Neighbor representative, A.M., or call Good 
Neighbor at 296-1449.  

MUSTARD SEED FUNDRAISER

Mustard Seed Community Farm is having a fundraiser to support buying the land they have been 
farming.  It will be held on Sunday, February 3 in the basement social hall of Collegiate 
Methodist Church.  We are asked to enter through the east door.  At 4:00 there will be a craft sale 
and a general swap.  Bring crafts and any clothes, dishes or other goods you would like to swap.  
Soup will be served at 5:00.  Suggested donation is $5.  More would be welcome.

mailto:scatterthelightretreat@scattergood.org.


This will be fun!

VAN GRIFFITH

Van Griffith, who organized for AMOS (A Mid-Iowa Organizing Strategy) and attended our 
meeting this fall, has moved to Philadelphia to return to school and be in the same community as 
his significant other.  We wish him well and are grateful for the opportunity to worship with him 
and get to know him.  
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Ames, Iowa 50010
515-232-4610

Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
fink27@gmail.com

CLIMATE DISRUPTION

Despair is easy but not helpful.  With enormous climate shifts coming to a head, the human race 
is threatened as never before.  We cannot let our generation be the one that packed it in and 
walked away.  

While the scientific community has persuaded many that the climate danger is real, a 
powerful bloc of business and political interests denies that climate change even exists.  Some 
minds may indeed be inalterable, but a great middle is susceptible to fact and reason.  We can 
change the tide.  

Rep. Jim Moran of Virginia, a congressional leader on climate issues, believes that the 
faith community has the power to change the dynamics on climate legislation.  That is us.  The 
Pope, the Dalai Lama, the World Council of Churches, together with other influential Christian, 
Muslim, and Jewish voices are calling for action.  

FCNL, with its offices across from the Hart Senate Office building, is doing heavy lifting 
on climate legislation in Congress.  It has defined three goals for Congress: 1) place a price on 
carbon pollution; 2) commit to renewable energy, both nationally and internationally; 3) support 
efforts of local communities to adjust.  There are bills introduced in Congress to make real 
progress.  

FCNL’s Spring Lobby weekend in Washington will focus on climate change, an 
opportunity to raise your voice.  You can write to our congressional delegation and meet with 
them.  You can persuade new people to join the cause.  Your voice is powerful and crucial.  
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FCNL’s November/December 2012 newsletter is devoted to climate disruption, with 
specifics and suggestions for action.  It is in our library.  An amazing wealth of information is on 
the FCNL website.  fcnl.org

OUR MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 

Senator Charles Grassley  grassley.senate.gov
(202) 224-3744

Senator Tom Harkin harkin.senate.gov
202-224-3254

Representative Steve King steveking.house.gov
202-225-4426


