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Huge military budgets and a global military presence have become detriments, not assets, to our

security.  With the right leadership and vision, backed by an engaged citizenry, the U.S. can

make the shift toward a new foreign policy – one grounded in shared security, shared solutions,

and new tools that match peaceful means with peaceful ends.  

“Shared Security,” AFSC and FCNL working paper, 2013

 AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship
with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship
AND

30 July - 4 August
Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School

All Friends and visitors welcome

Ames Friends Meeting,  
121 South Maple  
Ames, Iowa 50010  
515-232-4610 
Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
 fink27@gmail.com

MEETING MATTERS

Hearty thanks to all who were there for work day at
the meetinghouse.  Trees got trimmed, the grounds
got spiffed, screens and windows washed outside
and in, bathrooms and kitchen scrubbed out.  The
meetingroom rug could still stand some cleaning
and spotting, but overall our space is beautiful.  

This attention to the meetinghouse matters.
On the other hand, most other affairs of the

meeting get handled by a lonely group of stalwarts. 
We have simplified our business and laid down
most of our committees.  Still, questions of budget,
scheduling our monthly midweek meeting, pastoral
care of members and attenders, yearly meeting
obligations, and efforts at outreach may get short
shrift.  

The heart of our meeting is worship and
fellowship.  We would not change that, nor do we
want to guilt trip anyone into doing more than they
are comfortable with.  Still, the lack of general
engagement in decision making may speak to
something fundamental about who we are as a body
of Friends.  

Are you easy or uneasy with this?  

mailto:fink27@gmail.com


YEARLY MEETING

Plan to attend Yearly Meeting from 30 July
to 4 August at Scattergood Friends School outside
of West Branch, Iowa.  You don’t have to be a
meeting member.  Attenders are welcome, even
casual attenders.  It is your chance to explore
Scattergood School, deepen your understanding of
Quakerism, and meet a wider range of Quakers than 
we have in Ames.  

Ames Friends Meeting is part of Iowa
Yearly Meeting of Friends (Conservative), the
“Conservative” having to do with the traditional
Quaker unprogrammed worship rather than
conservative in the political sense.  Iowa Yearly
Meeting (Conservative) includes meetings and
worship groups from Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota,
Missouri, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Wisconsin.

In Quaker organization, the frequency of
meeting follows the geography.  A local meeting is
a monthly meeting, which means that it conducts
business on a monthly basis.  A yearly meeting is a
collection of monthly meetings that conducts
business once a year.  Some of the yearly meeting
(but not Iowa Conservative) are part of associations
of yearly meetings.  We are something of an
anomaly in that regard, although we do exchange
special replies each year with the two other
Conservative Yearly Meetings (Ohio and North
Carolina Conservative).   

In no particular order yearly meeting is a
time to: get updates from Quaker organizations,
discuss social action, worship, sing, transact
business, find out what Quakers are concerned
about throughout our seven-state area, make
friendships, take walks, eat, hear plenary speakers
and other programs, and relax.  There are robust
programs for Young Adult Friends and grade school
students.  There is childcare for pre-schoolers.  

In order for yearly meeting to be open to all,
there is no set fee for attendance.  You may camp,
sleep in a dormitory, or stay in a nearby motel. 
Delicious, locally produced food is served in the
Scattergood dining hall.  You are welcome to come
for all or part of the sessions.  At some point,
registration forms and programs will be available in
the meetinghouse and at iymc.com

You understand more of the Quaker
experience each time you get to know another
Quaker.  

SHARED SECURITY

“Shared Security” is the watchword of a new
approach to foreign policy.  

Since 9-11, FCNL has distributed tens of
thousands of yard signs, bumper stickers and
buttons declaring “War Is Not the Answer.”  While
this has served the world well, an obvious question
hangs:  What, then, is the answer?  

Earlier this year a group of 34 staff and
advisors of AFSC and FCNL met at Pendle Hill to
address this question.  “Shared Security” is the title
of the working paper that emerged.  Affirming
Quakers’ longstanding peace testimony, the group
explored how we can live this testimony today.  Not
only does the paper reject war, it rejects the idea
that our country can be an island of peace and
security.  “Shared Security” means that our survival
rises or falls with that of the rest of the world.  We
are in this together. 

An epistle from the working group states,
“Beyond asking ‘how should the U.S. relate to the
rest of the world?’ we want to ask on behalf of all
who live in this world, ‘what do we need the
conditions of our common life to be?’”  

Read the document and be part of crafting
this new vision by going to the website
sharedsecurity.wordpress.com 

Your contribution to the project will make it
stronger.  

MUSTARD SEED FARM
Exciting things are happening at Mustard Seed
Farm (mustardseedfarm.org).

There is a new chicken coop with adolescent
chicks, soon to be laying eggs.  

From June 15-22, there will be a Natural
Building Workshop, using natural materials to
create a functional outdoor kitchen.  Straw, clay,
sand and reclaimed materials will become walls,
counters and the foundation of an adobe wood-fire
oven.  The class will cover foundations, earth-
building, natural plasters and other finishes.  The
teacher is Beth Campbell, professional natural
builder.  Register by calling 515-460-1467 or
emailing amhand@gmail.com.  

Tuesdays and Fridays are work days, a
chance for everyone to dig in.

Friday nights are for potlucks and
discussions at the farm, starting at 6:00 pm. 
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