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There was never any more inception than there is now,
Nor any more youth or age than there is now,
And will never be any more perfection than there is now,
Nor any more heaven or hell than there is now. 

Walt Whitman, “Leaves of Grass”

 AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship

AND

18 May, 1:00
Meeting for Cleaning 

Meetinghouse

30 July - 4 August
Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School

All Friends and visitors welcome



MIDYEAR AT BEAR CREEK

What does it take to heat up a room of quiet, laid-back Quakers?  Bible.
Presenter Doug Bennett, former president of Earlham College, led a consideration of 

“The Bible in Our Midst” at the April Midyear Gathering at Bear Creek.  He drew out a spectrum 
of views on the Bible with the question “What authority does the Bible have for you?”  With the 
anonymity of writing on index cards, some Friends answered that the Bible has no authority 
whatsoever.  At the opposite end of the Quaker spectrum were those who stated that the Bible has 
supreme authority.  Then there was everything in between.  Having assessed the entire pile of 
responses, Doug reported that the distribution was from pole to pole was roughly even.  

The unanimity came in the form of shared engagement in the topic.  Quakers in our 
yearly meeting care intensely about the Bible.  Hate it, love it, or ambivalent about it, no one is 
indifferent. Iowa Conservative Quakers live with that without getting into fights.  Which is 
amazing, when you think about it.  You almost had to be there to believe it.  

What is the yet more salient and encompassing factor binding us together?  JUSTICE 
IN PALESTINE 

Rabbi Brant Rosen of Jewish Voice for Peace will speak in Des Moines on April 29 at  
7:00 at Sussman (formerly Bulldog) Theater at Drake.  The title of the talk is “Boycott, 
Divestment, Sanctions, & Beyond.”  The talk is sponsored by a number of Des Moines peace and 
justice organizations.   

The Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) movement is a call for boycott, 
divestment and sanctions directed toward the state of Israel until it complies with international 
law and Palestinian rights.   According to Rabbi Rosen, “I’ve come to believe that solidarity 
should ultimately be driven by values, not tribal allegiances. It should be motivated by the 
prophetic vision that demands that we stand with the powerless and call out the powerful.”  

Rabbi Rosen is the author of Wrestling in the Daylight--A Rabbi’s Path to Palestinian 
Solidarity.  

MUSTARD SEED FARM

Come and dig into the action at Mustard Seed Farm.  Starting May 24, weekly potlucks and 
discussions will be held each Friday evening, 6-8:00.  Bring some food to share and enjoy lively 
company and stimulating conversation like you don’t hear every day.  Walk around the rows of 
beautiful vegetables and get updated on the latest in community food production.  Hakurai 
turnip.  Rattlesnake greenbean.  Magenta lettuce.  

To get the week’s topic – or maybe volunteer to lead a discussion – call 515-460-1467.  
Save the planet by sharing rides.  This is fun!
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MEETING FOR CLEANING

Mark Saturday, 18 May, on your calendar.  That is the day Ames Friends gather to do the humble 
work of scrubbing toilets, vacuuming carpet, wiping down counters, washing windows and 
sweeping out cobwebs.  We don’t do it very often.  Come at 1:00 and feel good for a long time 
afterwards.  

spring evening
spinach leaves floating
in the cool white sink

(Thank you, Carol Tagstrom, resident haikuist.)

QUAKERS IN ACTION

The good news is that we have made an unprecedented start in shifting our national priorities 
away from the Pentagon.  With the faithful work of the Friends Committee on National 
Legislation (FCNL), Congress has cut Pentagon funding by $1 trillion over the next ten years.  
Who would have thought this could happen?

The bad news is that this comes along with ruthless slashing of programs that we need for 
the future of our country and the future of the planet.  
Sequestration is straight across the board.  

The not-so-good news is that arms lobbyists are pushing very hard for a reversal of the 
Pentagon cuts.  They can be insistent in the deals they cut with our elected officials.

The hopeful news is that you can affect the outcome.  Really.  Nothing is inevitable.  
Everything is possible if we are creative and insistent.  

To check out the facts and explore options, go to fcnl.org

DID YOU KNOW?

According to the National Priorities Project (nationalpriorities.org), the people of Story County 
will hand over $121.11 million to the Pentagon in the coming fiscal year.  Ouch!
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