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Certainty is a relic, an atavism, a husk we ought to have outgrown.  Mystery is 
openness to possibility, even at the scale now implied by physics and cosmology.  
The primordial human tropism toward mystery may well have provided the impetus 
for all that we have learned.  

Marilynne Robinson, When I Was Young I Read 
Books

 AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 
First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship

AND

Quaker Public Policy Institute
November 16-18, Washington DC

fcnl.org

All Friends and visitors welcome

Ames Friends Meeting
121 South Maple

Ames, Iowa 50010
515-232-4610



Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
fink27@gmail.com

KENYA
We are delighted that our extended work on building the Esther and Isaac Luvaga Library in 
Maliki, Kenya, is coming to fruition.  Ebby plans to travel to Kenya in November to be there for 
the groundbreaking.  There is still fundraising to be done, needed, but we are proceeding as way 
opens.  
     We have high hopes that others will be able to be in Maliki for the opening of the library.  
Keep tuned.  You probably need six month lead time to prepare.  

Kenyan elections will be held this coming March.  The violence of the last national election is 
too real for us to be complaisant.  Moreover, we are concerned that the U.S. has sent weapons 
that stoke violence.  Pending congressional bills could increase, rather than dampen, bloodshed.  
FCNL calls on Congress to end the expansion of counterterrorism and military operations in 
Kenya.  
     The State Department’s Bureau of Conflict and Stabilization Operations, Complex Crises 
Fund, and Atrocities Prevention Board could help Kenyans’ struggle for peace.  

We hold the people of Maliki and all Kenyans in our hearts as the country moves forward.  For 
more information on FCNL work to counter violence in Kenya, see the website fcnl.org. NEWS 
FLASH!  Gordon Bivens will marry Martha Walker in January in Indianola.   We hold both of 
them in the Light and can’t wait to meet Martha.  
PUBLIC POLICY INSTITUTE

Is this your time to go to Washington?  The election will happen, leaving big questions of our 
country’s direction in the air.  
Will we get our national budget under control or will powerful military contractors continue to 

feed at the public trough?
Will we take climate change seriously before it is too late?
Will we learn coexistence or will we drift into another stupid war?  
Will we free ourselves from the scourge of nuclear weapons?
Will we address our real security needs?  
The challenges are real.  
       You don’t know where to begin?  That’s what FCNL’s Public Policy Institute, November 
16-18, is for.  You go to Washington, learn how to approach your Representative and Senators, 
see them as persons, and start to develop a relationship with them.  The logistics and background 
will be laid out.  Hotel arrangements are in place to make it easy.  You can go hand in hand with 
other concerned Iowans.  
       It is not as hard as you think to make a difference.  Your presence and attention could be the 
tipping point.  

GOOD NEIGHBOR 

Worldly Goods
Shop at Worldly Goods on Sunday afternoon, November 4, 1-4 pm, and 15-20 percent of the 
money spent will to Good Neighbor. Worldly Goods (223 Main Street) sells food and crafts from 



all over the world, purchased from the producers at a fair price.  They have unique Christmas 
decorations and gifts plus free refreshments and visiting.  
Choral Concert
Good Neighbor’s annual fundraising choral concert in scheduled for November 4, 3-5 pm, at 
Collegiate United Methodist Church.  Choirs from across Story County will be making music.  A 
goodwill offering supports the work of Good Neighbor.  

Our meeting supports Good Neighbor through our budget and through A.M.’s volunteering.  It 
provides much needed emergency rent, food and fuel assistance for those in Story County,  
WINDOWS AND MIRRORS  

A powerful mural exhibit by US artists and drawings by youth in Afghanistan provides a window 
into America's longest -- and most invisible  – war. The images invite us to reflect upon the 
impact of this war on the civilian population caught in the crossfire.  
     Sponsored by AFSC, the exhibit will be open for viewing October 15-19 at the Des Moines 
Social Club, 400 Walnut, Des Moines, hours 11 am—1 pm and 4 -6 pm
      Other events in connection with Windows and Mirrors are:  
Monday, Oct. 15, 7:00 pm – Opening Reception, introduction to the exhibit, poetry readings
Tuesday, Oct. 16, 7 :00 pm – Afghanistan war via Des Moines Register photography
Wednesday, Oct. 17, 6:30 pm – Dramatic Reading: The Great Game
Thursday, Oct. 18, 7:00 p.m. – Forum on the “Human Cost of War” – looking at the toll on those 
fighting it, civilians in the way of it, and communities paying for it.
Friday, Oct. 19, 7:00 pm – A Buddhist perspective on violence with Charlie Day

WHERE SOLDIERS COME FROM

The Emmy-nominated film, “Where Soldiers Come From,” will be shown on Thursday, October 
11, 2012, at 7 pm in the Waveland Room of the Plymouth Congregational Church,  42nd and 
Ingersoll, Des Moines.  
     The film is described in the New York Times as “Quietly devastating… In its compassionate, 
modest gaze, the real cost of distant political decisions is softly illuminated, as well as the shame 
of a country with little to offer its less fortunate young people than a ticket to a battlefield.” The 
showing is co-sponsored by AFSC and Plymouth Congregational Church.  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Ames’ domestic violence shelter, 
ACCESS, invites you to join in raising awareness within our community by wearing the color 
purple on October 19, 2012.  


