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The Quaker faith is not written in the form of a creed, but is experienced in our 
lives as a vibrant, living truth.
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 AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 
First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship

AND

Quaker Public Policy Institute
November 16-18, Washington DC

fcnl.org

All Friends and visitors welcome
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FAITH AND PRACTICE

This summer Iowa Yearly Meeting of Friends (Conservative) – of which we are a part – received 
and adopted a revised Faith and Practice.  This book functions as a kind of manual for meeting 
procedures, describing what seems to be “right order” for how we worship, do business, keep 
records, establish meetings, and carry out other Quaker functions.  It also has a brief history, a 
glossary, a list of Quaker organizations, and suggested readings.  
     The committee charged with drafting the revision included members from each of the 
monthly meetings in the yearly meeting.  The process, which extended over more than ten years, 
was trying.  Quakers disagree a lot.  
     The product reflects faithful service and is a fine testimony to the vibrancy of our faith.  
Copies are available at the meetinghouse.  Each family is encouraged to take one.  If we run out 
we will get more.  

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE

October is National Domestic Violence Awareness Month.  Ames’ domestic violence shelter, 
ACCESS, invites you to join in raising awareness within our community by wearing the color 
purple on October 19, 2012.  
YEARLY MEETING

Iowa Yearly Meeting was held at Scattergood Friends School from Tuesday July 30 to Sunday 
August 5.   The theme was “Stories.”  
     Evening plenaries, a highlight, featured reports on the FWCC Conference held in Kenya in 
April; an FCNL report on Quakers in national politics, a panel of yearly meeting women talking 
about Quakerism in their lives and work, and a professional story teller.
     As always, the business sessions contained some surprises and high moments.  The State of 
the Meeting reports were better than usual.  I said that they reflected the mission of any Quaker 
organization which is to lead people to a deeper relationship with God.   The Scattergood 
presentation, including the farm report, is always a highlight.   
     The closing minute was exceptional this year.  We will soon get a copy of it and I recommend 

that people read it. A.M. 

MEETING MATTERS

Carole Tagstrom has agreed to be the new recording clerk for business meeting.  
DF will continue to edit the newsletter.
DF continues to solicit poetry, visual art, social and spiritual concerns from meeting members for 
the newsletter.  



EVERY CHILD MATTERS

Every Child Matters is a non-partisan organization which works to make public investments in 
children, youth, and families a national political priority. 
     This year the Iowa organization has named September 17-21 Step Up For Kids week.  
Although Ames does not have a local organization, all Iowans are encouraged to be aware of 
children’s special needs and vulnerability.  Children’s issues should be front and center in our 
coming election.  Health care and education matter to our children and our future.  Programs that 
alleviate child poverty and preventing violence against children express our true national values.  

QUERIES

The fact that Quakers have no established creed does not mean that what we believe is not 
important.  Quite the contrary.  Everyone with a brain believes something, with varying degrees 
of clarity.  Thinking about, discovering and examining our beliefs deepens and strengthens our 
individual and corporate lives. 
     We do not require or expect that everyone will have the same religious beliefs.  Many of us 
find that our beliefs evolve over time.  What I once assumed to be true is not necessarily what I 
believe today.  At times I may revisit and find new meaning in something that I have long 
rejected.  Reading, reflection and life experiences shape belief.
     Rather than a creed, Quaker meetings pose questions: queries.  Queries are openings for 
consideration of where we stand on vital spiritual matters.  Our plan is to explore one of the 
twelve sets of queries limned out by the yearly meeting on the first Sunday of each month.  
     At 9:30 on September 2, in the hour before worship, we will consider the set of questions 
around Civic Responsibility:  

What conflicts do we perceive between the laws of the State and our religious convictions?  How 
do we resolve those conflicts in our lives?  
In what ways do we assume responsibility for the government of our community, state, nation 
and world?
How do we share our convictions with others?  Do we express our opinions with courage, yet 
with love, mindful of the Divine Spirit within everyone?
How do we maintain our integrity when we find ourselves in a position of power?  
How do we respond when we feel powerless?  
Do we really respect and help those we seek to serve?
Are we careful to reach our decision through prayer and strengthen our actions with worship?  
Are we open to divine leadings?

This is not an invitation to get philosophical about civic responsibility.  It is an opportunity to 
bravely ask how our lives do or don’t express the ideals that are implied here.  No honest 
responses are wrong – only evasive or hypocritical ones.  
     Everyone is encouraged to join this discussion.  


