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Simplification of our lives results from centering down, from living our lives in constant

communication with that Center which is the source of life itself.

T. Canby Jones

  
 AMES FRIENDS MEETING

121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 
Premeeting – 9:30 

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship
with Attention to Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship
________

Saturday-Sunday, 12-13 April 2014
IYM( C) Midyear Meeting

Bear Creek Meetinghouse, Earlham, Iowa  

Tuesday-Sunday, 22-27 July 2014
IYM (Conservative) Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School and Farm

Ames Friends Meeting,  
121 South Maple  

Ames, Iowa 50010  
515-232-4610 

Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
 fink27@gmail.com

http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com/

QUAKER CHRISTMAS

In what passes as Quaker tradition, Christmas is no
special day.  Friends do not use a liturgical
calendar.  Witnessing radical equality, Friends hold
no person above another person, no day above
another day, no place above another place.  Every
person, time and place is holy – fully and equally
saturated with the Light/Spirit/Seed.  

Friends no longer hold themselves apart
from the world in this way.  Friends are no longer
disowned for keeping Christmas.  Or singing or
laughing or whistling.  

Which leaves us to create our own non-
credal expressions and our own meanings.  Look for
Ames Friends to schedule a combination carol sing,
white elephant gift exchange and potluck.  A
number of us attend concerts and play Christmas
music in our homes.  Friends are blessedly free to
following their December leadings.    

DENNIS MAULSBY

Dennis Maulsby was elected to a second term as
president of the Iowa Poetry Association at its
October 2013 business meeting in Des Moines. 
Dennis writes poetry, organizes poets and poetry
readings, teaches poetry and writing, and
occasionally attends Ames Friends.  We
congratulate him and wish him many more words.  

mailto:fink27@gmail.com


EDITOR DECAMPS

This is a December-January newsletter because
A.M. Fink and I will be traveling over the holidays
and into January.  

We have been married almost 50 years and
decided on an early celebration.  Traveling with our
son George Finklang, his wife Julie, and children
Joseph and Amy to New Zealand, we will join our
New Zealand son Philip Fink.  We will climb
“Mount Doom” (if you don’t know that, you aren’t
up on Middle-Earth), dance with the Maoris, and
bask on the beaches.   - Deb

GREAT MARCH FOR CLIMATE
ACTION

Carbon emissions continue to rise despite growing
awareness that they are rendering large parts of the
earth uninhabitable by humans and other members
of the biota.  If we care about what happens to the
earth, we have only a short window of opportunity
to make radical changes.

The Great Climate March for Climate
Action will begin on March 1, 2014, in Los Angeles
and continue to Washington DC.  The goal is to
effect change by bringing the reality of climate
disruption to the fore.  

You don’t have to walk the whole 3000
miles.  You can walk part of the way.  You can
make a tax-deductible donate.  You can volunteer to
help organize.  Visit ClimateMarch.org, email
march@climatemarch.org, call 513-593-9255, or
write Great March for Climate Action, 1620
Pleasant Street, Suite 249, Des Moines, IA 50314

TRANSITION AND RESILIENT AMES

A new group, Transition and Resilient Ames, is
forming in Ames.  A local expression of the
Transition Towns Movement, the Ames groups
plans to accomplish such projects as reskilling
workshops, alternative energy work, a community
center, and tool/bike/seed/material swaps.   Maybe
you have other ideas.  Steve Cannon has been
involved.  The next meeting is planned for Sunday,
15 December, in the meetinghouse.  Check with
Steve (scannon@iastate.edu) for details.  

AUTHORIZATION FOR THE USE OF
MILITARY FORCE

Congress is within a few votes of repealing the
Authorization for the Use of Military Force
(AUMF), passed in 2001 in the emotional wake of
9-11.  

The Constitution gives the most democratic
and representative national body – the House of
Representatives – the sole authority to commit our
country to war.  Sadly, the members of Congress
have progressively abdicated this awesome
responsibility.  Turning critical decisions over to the
executive branch, they in effect sign blank checks
for whatever happens.  With the AUMF, the House
further averted its eyes and hands from the bloody
details of war.  

Since passage of the AUMF, Presidents
have used it at least thirty times to justify torture,
detention without trial, assassinations, and
warrantless wiretapping.  The AUMF was the basis
for unprovoked attacks on Iraq and Afghanistan,
and it was cited as executive authority to attack
Syria without consulting Congress.  

Although AUMF passed with only one
dissenting vote in 2001, support for repeal has been
growing steadily among members of Congress of
both parties.  The vote on H.R. 2324, introduced by
Rep. Adam Schiff (CA), which would sunset the
AUMF at the end of 2014, was only 33 votes short
of passage.  

Let’s reclaim our country’s decency by
making AUMF history.  

LET’S DO IT

President’s Day Congressional Recess, 15-22
February 2014, will likely bring our congressional
representative home to hear from his constituents. 
FCNL is coordinating a campaign to reach each
Member of Congress on AUMF.  Our faithfulness
could make the difference.  Really.  To take part –
or explore taking part – contact Deb at
fink27@gmail.com or 232-2763.  

MIND THE WEBSITE
Don’t forget to look at our website and refer others
to it.   http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com/
We should  be putting our information on it more
regularly in the future.  
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