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Our faith is grounded in an experience of discovery, rather than a set of debatable beliefs.

Rex Ambler

  
 AMES FRIENDS MEETING

121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 
Premeeting – 9:30 

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship
________

Saturday-Sunday, 12-13 April 2014
IYM( C) Midyear Meeting

Bear Creek Meetinghouse, Earlham, Iowa  

Tuesday-Sunday, 22-27 July 2014
IYM (Conservative) Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School and Farm

Ames Friends Meeting,  
121 South Maple  

Ames, Iowa 50010  
515-232-4610 

Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
 fink27@gmail.com

Don’t forget to look at our website and refer
others to it.  

http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com/
  

FRIENDS BUSINESS

Times change.  Quaker process is not etched in
stone.  

Ames Friends have demonstrated little
interest in attending business meetings.  Respecting
this expression as the sense of the meeting, we will
no longer hold regular business meetings on the
second Sunday of each month.  Sense of the
meeting on matters such as budget, care of the
meetinghouse, participation in social action,
queries, ministry, and scheduling will be gathered
informally by phone, email and over potlucks.  

At the January meeting we agreed to try for
meeting discussions of business three times a year,
the next one being in May.  Financial reports will
appear in the newsletter.  

Will Friends nurture our gathered
community with simplicity, clarity and consistency
in the absence of regular business meetings?  This
is a holy experiment.  

MONEY

As of 12 January, there was $2729.39 in our general
account and $4165.39 in our house account, which
is the money that we set aside for such major
expenses as re-roofing.  

For the year that begins and ends on
September 1, we have approximately $2000 left to
pay on our $10,000 budget.    

Donations to Ames Friends may be left in
the metal cigarette box next to the guest book.  

mailto:fink27@gmail.com
http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com/


FRIENDS LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Friends Committee on National Legislation
(FCNL), our witness on Capital Hill, has just
completed a fresh policy statement, which will
guide the work over the next ten years or so.  You
can find this statement on the website at fcnl.org.

Within the framework of this policy, FCNL
sets specific priorities as the focus of efforts within
each congressional session.  You have an
opportunity to shape FCNL priorities for the 114th

Congress – the one we will be electing in
November.  FCNL depends on Friends to establish
these priorities and takes our discernment seriously. 

We can submit priorities as a meeting or as
individuals.  The deadline is 15 April.  A committee
will then sort all submissions and present a set of
priorities for discernment at the FCNL annual
meeting in November.  

Deb would like to consider priorities with
others in the meeting.  Talk to her about this.  To
submit your personal priorities, see the website.  

FRIENDS

Carla Barten has been diagnosed with cancer and
is undergoing chemo and surgery, which will
continue in the coming months.  She feels fortunate
that she will be able to continue teaching her
DMACC classes.  We hold her in the Light.  Call
her at 515-447-3599.  

Dear Friend Emmy Shakeshaft is at Timberland
Village in Story City.  Because she has Alzheimer’s
disease and hearing loss, it is confusing for her to
communicate on the phone.  She loves having
visitors – one or two people at a time for short
periods – and she loves beautiful pictures or
objects.  Her address is Emmy Shakeshaft,
Timberland Village, Room 104, Story City, IA
50248.  

Faithful Iowa Yearly Meeting Friend George
Welch of Des Moines died on 10 January.  A
memorial service will be held on 15 March at the
Des Moines Valley Meetinghouse at 2 pm.  

Special thanks to Phil Hahn for shoveling the
meetinghouse sidewalk in December and January. 

CLIMATE ACTION

Erv Klaas and Keri Katz are organizing an Ames
chapter of Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL).  CCL is
a national organization fighting world-wide climate
disruption by advocating a revenue neutral carbon
tax.  Currently there is no local, organized effort to
inform the Ames community of the dangers of
climate disruption and how we can combat it.  

An organizing meeting will be held on
Saturday, February 1, at 10:30 at the home of Keri
Katz and Stephen Biggs at 2006 Stevenson Drive. 
To attend, RSVP to Erv Klaas at
ervklaas50010@yahoo.com.

TOWARD MIDDLE EAST PEACE

On March 4, the Des Moines AFSC-Middle
East Peace Education Project will hold a public
forum featuring Josh Ruebner, author of Shattered
Hopes: Obama’s Failure to Broker
Israeli-Palestinian Peace.  Ruebner, former Analyst
in Middle Eastern Affairs at the Congressional
Research Service, is currently National Advocacy
Director for the U.S. Campaign to End the Israeli
Occupation.  

The time and place of the forum are yet to
be named.  

YEARLY MEETING

Ames Friends belong to the Iowa Yearly Meeting of
Friends (Conservative) – conservative referring to
unprogrammed worship rather than politics.  

The Yearly Meeting holds two major
gatherings each year, both of them being incredible
opportunities to mix with spiritual kindred.

Note the April Midyear meeting at Bear
Creek, to which all of you are warmly invited. 
Registration will be available soon.  We share rides.

The summer meeting, held at Scattergood
Friends School outside of West Branch, is another
chance to sink into the rich tradition of Iowa
Quakers.  This year, Ames Friends are part of the
planning committee – helping make plans and
arranging logistics.  Deb and A.M. are Ames point
people for the planning.  Talk to them about it.  

No fees are assessed for these events.  Free
will offerings cover food and expenses.  Donate as
you can, but don’t let lack of money keep you
away.  

mailto:ervklaas50010@yahoo.com.

