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Surely this commandment...is not too hard for you, nor is it too far away. It is not in heaven, . . . neither is it beyond the sea . . . .
The word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for you to observe. ... Deuteronomy 30: 11-14

AMES FRIENDS MEETING
121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP - 10:30

Premeeting - 9:30

First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration

Second Sunday of Month, Meeting for Worship
with Attention of Business

Other Sundays, reading and discussion
Simple Potluck each Sunday, following worship

Wednesday, May 14
Worship and Potluck–6:00 p.m.

Jerry & Ellie’s Home
2230 Hamilton Drive

Wednesday, May 14
IYM (Conservative) Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School and Farm

Ames Friends Meeting
121 South Maple

Ames, Iowa 50010
515-232-4610

Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
fink27@gmail.com

Don’t forget to look at our website
and refer others to it.

http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com

STATE OF THE MEETING–DRAFT
“Our life is love, and peace, and tenderness; and bearing one
with another, and forgiving one another, and not laying accu-
sations one against another; but praying one for another, and
helping one another up with a tender hand.”

These words of Isaac Penington aptly describe Ames Friends
Meeting. We are a meeting of earnest seekers – each differ-
ent, each an integral part of the whole. We are trusting and
skeptical, guarded and open, reverent and irreverent.

We have the strength and weakness of a small and struggling
meeting. Because of the small number of persons in our cir-
cle, attendance for meeting for worship is sometimes less than
five. If one – or two – of those five happens to be a first-time
attender, they might wonder what kind of an outfit they have
walked into. Outreach is difficult and challenging, as is our
connection to the yearly meeting.

Because the business of the meeting was devolving to an un-
acceptably small number of persons, we have abolished all
committees and business meetings. Decisions are made by
informal consensus. If someone steps up to do things like
write a state of the meeting report, it gets written. If not, not.
Some of our decision making is eased by the fact that money
contributions are robust.

We have a beautiful meetinghouse. Thanks to gifted and in-
dustrious gardeners, our property is a work of art. People
pitch in to clean and care for it. We make our space available
for a number of other functions. These include services of
the Ames Mennonite congregation, also a small group, which
gathers in our meetinghouse on Sunday evenings.

We move forward on faith, not knowing what the future holds
but secure in the knowledge that we are walking in the Light
and being led by a powerful Spirit.



MIDYEAR MEETING
From Debora Fink: Most of you missed a wonderful Midyear
Meeting of Friends at the Bear Creek Meetinghouse 12-13
April. But A.M. and I regularly set this time aside for im-
mersion in the Quaker world.

As always there was the joy of being with kindred spirits
from across Iowa, as well as Wisconsin, Minnesota, Nebraska,
Kansas, Florida and Missouri. Friends do many remarkable
things with their lives. I bought organic eggs, spicy apple
butter, and an engrossing book written by a new Friend.
We caught up on organic farming, environmentally friendly
building, and other local actions for a better world.

Penny Majors, who served as resource leader, shared a Quaker
game that she invented to get Friends talking to each other
about who we are and how we experience our religion. It
was hard to stop once we got playing in groups on Saturday
evening. Even reticent Quakers opened up. I found it refresh-
ing to hear actual practices of fellow Friends, rather than “this
is the way Friends operate.”

I was surprised to see a delegation of Iowa State University
students from “Religion in America” gathering information to
report back to their class. I always wonder how these youth-
ful visitors see us, but we never know.

Quakerism keeps unfolding and becoming. I find it fascinat-
ing.

LIVABLE CITY
Ames Friends have had an ongoing concern for improving the
safety and convenience of our city for those who choose to
move themselves around town without a car. While Ames is
to be commended for its efforts in making the city more bike
friendly, much more needs to be done to make walking, bik-
ing and public transportation attractive for persons of varying
ages and physical abilities. This project becomes even more
critical as we consider the imperatives that climate disruption
presents.

Iowa’s Urban Land Institute invites the public to a screen-
ing and discussion of a film about urban space. “The Hu-
man Scale” will be shown at the Des Moines Art Center at
4700 Grand on May 14 at 6:30-8:30. The event is free,
but registration is required. Register online at desmoines-
metro.com/events

Sharing car transport to Des Moines would save carbon emis-
sions.

PINE RIDGE WORK CAMP
William Penn House is sponsoring a one or two-week work
camp at Pine Ridge, South Dakota. Led by Mike Gray, the
camp includes work and learning about life on the reserva-
tion, the history of the Badlands, modern-day challenges, and
hopes for the future. The dates are July 16–30. Cost is $850
for one week, $1550 for both weeks. Contact Brad Ogilvie
(Brad@williampennhouse.org), 202-543-5560.

FRIENDS COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL
LEGISLATION
Friends Committee on National Legislation completed a
revision of its policy statement, which can be found at
http://fcnl.org/about/govern/policy/ Based on this policy,
FCNL works on specific priorities for each two-year session
of Congress. The FCNL General Committee, with input from
Friends everywhere, discerns these priorities. Staff and com-
mittees then structure and concentrate their work in this di-
rection. Both individuals and meetings weigh to define these
priorities. This year, Gordon and Deb considered priority sug-
gestions on behalf of Ames Friends. The five proposed priori-
ties which we submitted to the drafting committee are:

1. Work toward more equitable sharing of resources in the
U.S. and in the world. Domestically, this would include
supporting progressive tax structures, etc.

2. Address the factors underlying climate change. This
would include, but not be limited to, implementation
of an enlightened U.S. energy policy.

3. Shift U.S. foreign policy away from militarism, toward
shared security, which includes (among other mea-
sures) working for nuclear disarmament, rescinding the
Authorization for the Use of Military Force, and advo-
cating broad-based economic development.

4. Promote citizen-owned elections.

5. Reform the criminal justice system, which includes
(among other measures) ending the drug war and de-
creasing the prison population drastically. This would
also require implementation of humane and demilita-
rized immigration policies.

MAY POTLUCK
The May Potluck will be held at Jerry and Ellie’s home, 2230
Hamilton Drive, 6:00 p.m.


