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Quakers sit in silence because they want to know something that words cannot tell them.  They

want to feel something or become aware of something . . .  It is something fundamental to their

life, they know that, indeed it is the underlying reality of their life, but they are not normally

aware of it.  

Rex Ambler, “The Quaker Way”

  
 AMES FRIENDS MEETING

121 SOUTH MAPLE

SUNDAY MEETING FOR WORSHIP, 10:30 

Premeeting – 9:30 
First Sunday of Month, Query Consideration 

Other Sundays, reading and discussions

Simple Potluck each Sunday following worship
_______

Thursday 16, 23, 30 October, 7:00
Bethesda Lutheran Church

Study sessions on Shared Security
Russ Melby and Deborah Fink, facilitators

Saturday-Sunday, 18-19 April 2015
IYM( C) Midyear Meeting

Bear Creek Meetinghouse, Earlham, Iowa  

Tuesday-Sunday, 21-26 July 2015
IYM (Conservative) Yearly Meeting

Scattergood Friends School and Farm

Deborah Fink, Newsletter Editor
 fink27@gmail.com

http://amesfriendsmeeting.wordpress.com/
515-232-4610 

NEW VISION PEACE AND JUSTICE
FILMS

New Vision Peace and Justice Club is having a film
evening in the meetinghouse on Tuesday,
September 9, starting at 7:00.  Come to watch,
learn, eat popcorn and discuss.  

SHARED SECURITY

Mark your calendars early.  In October Russ Melby
and Deborah Fink will offer a study series based on
“Shared Security,” the Quaker working paper on
developing a new U.S. foreign policy.  The sessions
will be held at 7:00 at Bethesda Lutheran Church on
Thursdays: October 16, 23 and 30.  

The premise for Shared Security is that our
own security is inextricably tied to that of the rest of
the world.  It is unrealistic – and un-Christian – to
imagine the U.S. as an island of prosperity and
security in a world of poverty and disintegration. 
We all live on the same planet.  

We have the responsibility and privilege of
working to make this new vision a reality.  

mailto:fink27@gmail.com


QUERIES ANYONE?

In the past our practice has been to consider a query
in the hour before worship on the first Sunday of
the month.

What is a query and why do we consider it? 
Shunning creeds, Quaker have settled on asking
themselves a fairly set series of questions to
examine our faith.  Iowa Yearly Meeting has twelve
areas of query, which coincidentally lend
themselves to one each month.  The twelve areas
are: Meeting for Worship; Outreach; Meeting for
Business; Harmony with the Meeting; Mutual Care;
Education; Home and Family; Personal
Responsibility; Civic Responsibility;
Environmental Responsibility; Social and
Economic Justice; and Peace and Nonviolence.  

If it pleases the meeting, we generate a
meeting consensus on what we are doing in each of
these areas each year.  These responses are then
submitted to the Yearly Meeting, a selection of
responses being printed in the Yearly Meeting
Minutes.  This serves as a record of our religious
life through history.  

Besides the historical value of the responses,
there is value in putting our hearts together in
attention to these questions.  It orients us in our
shared Quaker project.  It adds a certain gravity to
our time together.  

For those who are so led, we will be
considering one of our queries at 9:30 on September
7.  
 

LIGHT TO LIVE BY 
Friends tend to be reticent in talking about worship. 
While those who grow into Friends worship from
their tender years sometimes internalize the
experience, others remain puzzled about what
actually is supposed to be happening in the silence. 
Many of us carry a healthy skepticism about non-
material reality.   

Fine.  Quakerism doesn’t require us to set
aside our skepticism.  What it asks is faith and
practice – enough faith in possibility that we are
willing to try the practice of worship.  

Rex Ambler’s book “Light to Live By: An
exploration in Quaker spirituality” looks to the
experience of early Friends who became
disillusioned with existing authorities.  Through

their spiritual struggle, they found an “inward
teacher,” an inner light that profoundly challenged,
directed and unified them.  Attention to this inward
teacher is the defining characteristic of Friends.  

Replicating the practice of early Friends
involves setting aside the notions and noise of daily
life to delve into an underlying silence.  In some
ways this may be more difficult for us than for early
friends because we have an explosion of notions
and noise (books, television, things) to dig through
to reach stillness.  And maybe it won’t work for us
the way it did for them.  We won’t know unless we
try.  

This book is a guide, a “how to” for those
who find themselves struggling in Quaker worship
yet remain intrigued enough to keep at it.  Ask to
borrow my copy.  

Deb

YEARLY MEETING

Most Ames Friends missed the Yearly Meeting held
in July at Scattergood Friends School and Farm
outside of West Branch.  Too bad.  

Iowa Yearly Meeting of Friends
(Conservative) brings together Quakers from
sixteen monthly meetings, preparative meetings and
worship groups, plus Scattergood, a boarding high
school owned and operated by our yearly meeting. 
We are a yearly meeting because we meet yearly to
worship and do business together.  Everyone is
encouraged to attend and participate for all or part
of the five-day session.  

A.M. and I treasure the opportunity to be
among folks who understand our faith, support our
struggles, and share many of our spiritual leadings. 
A.M. presented 45-minute Bible study sessions
each morning, which were greatly appreciated by
those who attended.  

It would be impossible to recap all that
happened in business sessions, interest groups,
reports, plenaries, and youth and children’s
programs.  It was rich.  We were well fed from the
Scattergood farm and kitchen and returned home
feeling tired and good.  

One great plus of being an Iowa Quaker is
the opportunity to mix with a group of exceptional
human beings.  Cross-fertilization among various
meetings provides nourishment and stimulus.    

Deb



GLOBAL WARMING

Our children and grandchildren will face significant
challenges with rising sea levels, severe storms, and
hotter temperatures – no matter what we do.  If we
drastically curb fossil fuel use in the next decades,
we can preserve something akin to human life as we
know it.  Yet even this window of possibility is
closing as we dither.

In September, world leaders are coming to
New York City for a UN summit on the climate
crisis. UN Secretary- General Ban Ki-moon is
urging governments to support an ambitious global
agreement to dramatically reduce global warming
pollution.  

With our future on the line, the organization
350.org is demanding action.  On Sunday, 21
September, over 850 businesses, unions, faith
groups, schools, social justice groups and 
environmental groups will march in the streets of
New York.   

Go to the website 350.org to join the
People’s Climate March.  

The organization NextGenClimate, which
works to bring climate concerns to the forefront of
American politics, has an organizer working in
Ames and ISU.  To get involved locally, contact
Andrew at aberlanga@nextgenclimate.org.  

Citizens Climate Lobby (CCL) is another
group that meets in Ames to effect change in
climate policy.  CCL focuses on national legislation
that would place a fee at the source of all fossil fuel
carbon entering our economy and return this to
citizens in the form of a dividend payment to
balance the increased cost of energy.

All legitimate environmental organizations
oppose the new methods of fossil fuel extraction
which involve fracking and tar sands excavation. 
Iowa-born physicist James Hansen has called these
new practices “game over” for planet earth.  

INTERFAITH CLIMATE
CONFERENCE

Iowa Interfaith Power & Light's 4th Annual Faith in
a Changing Climate Conference will be held on
Thursday, September 18, 2014 at Tifereth Israel
Synagogue, 924 Polk Blvd. in Des Moines, from
10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Registration begins at
9:30 a.m.

The theme of this year's conference is
Telling Your Story, and will feature keynote
speaker Rev. Canon Sally Bingham. Rev. Bingham,
an Episcopal priest and Canon for the Environment
in the Diocese of California, was one of the first
faith leaders to fully recognize the changing climate
as a moral issue.

To register, go to iowaipl.org/

MONEY

Final report of Ames Friends’ 2013-14 fiscal year is
on the table in the meeting room.  For the past year,
we overspent our income by $37.93.  This was
basically because of the replacement of the sump
pump in the basement.  

There is also a proposed budget for the
current year, complete with an explanation of
proposed expenditures.  

As of 1 September, we had $6097.07 in our
checking account and $4426.88 in the house
account.  
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