
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
January 26, 2020 

 
Attendees:  Steven Cannon, Becky Musselman, Ted Solomon, AM Fink, Deb Fink, Jean Hansen, David 
Hansen, Ebby Luvaga, Victoria Albright, David Wilcox, Debi Meyers  
 
Minutes 
Minutes of the December 8th meeting were read and accepted with corrections. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Becky passed out the Treasurer’s Report. Expenditures were normal for the month. Nothing unusual.  A 
check was sent to Rebecca Bergus for Iowa Yearly Meeting. 
 
Ministry and Counsel 

• The first Meeting for Healing will be held Thursday, January 30 at 5:00 p.m.  David will guide 
attendees through the meeting process.  Attendees should bring names of people to hold in the 
Light.  An e-mail will be sent out with information about the structure of the meeting. 

• The changes to the closing of the Meeting for Worship as proposed at the December 8th Meeting 
for Business have been implemented. Consensus is that the new process has been working well. 

• The Christmas party was a success.  David and Victoria were thanked for hosting the event. 
 
FCNL 

• Ebby recently returned from Washington, bringing back copies of the Statement of Legislative 
Policy.  She explained how Friends can provide input into identifying which items should be 
advocacy priorities for the 117th Congress.  There was consensus that instead of February and 
March Queries, the time will be used to discuss the legislative priorities.  After the February 2nd 
Meeting for Worship, there will be a meeting to introduce and explain the priorities and the 
process for sending input to FCNL.  After the March 1st Meeting for Worship, there will be 
further discussion of the priorities and determination of what to recommend to FCNL.   

• The issue was raised regarding who the Meetinghouse should sponsor to attend the upcoming 
Spring Lobby Weekend in Washington (March 28-31).  Ebby had a suggested individual but has 
not heard back from the person about her interest.  As an alternative, Nicholas (who was 
sponsored last year) could be sent again.  The overall theme of the lobbying effort will be 
climate change.  

• There is a letter writing campaign underway to urge legislators to prevent the President from 
going to war without congressional approval.  Letters must be sent to the state office first, 
otherwise they will be quarantined.  The state office is responsible for forwarding the letters to 
Washington.  Ebby received a letter from Sen. Grassley responding to issues identified during 
the last meeting with his staff.  Several members shared that Sen. Grassley is exceptionally 
responsive to letters received.  

AFSC  
• Victoria has exchanged e-mail with Erica Johnson in Des Moines about how to make a donation 

that would go directly to the Des Moines office only.  AFSC may be switching its affiliation to 
“Justice for Our Neighbors.”  The question was raised as to whether to continue financially 



supporting the organization should the affiliation switch occur.  Victoria will follow up during the 
coming week.  

• The next cluster meeting is scheduled for Jan. 28 at 6:00 at the Bell Ave. location in Des Moines.   
 

AIRA/AMOS  
• David Hansen reported that AIRA has been identifying its’ objectives for 2020, one of which is to 

conduct a town hall meeting to educate the public about immigration issues because so much 
has changed since the last town hall meeting was held. AIRA is interested in partnering with 
AMOS on such a meeting.  

• In order to approach AMOS about joint participation, there must be a congregation supporting 
an invitation.  David was asked by AIRA to initiate such an invitation through Ames Friends.  
Meeting for Business attendees agreed to give permission to David to approach AMOS to 
conduct a town hall meeting with AIRA sometime after the election. 

 
ASIP 

• The next meeting in scheduled for February 10th with the location still to be determined.  A 
worksheet has been created that will allow individual congregation members to sign up for 
certain activities that support refugees and immigrants.  A copy of the worksheet will be 
provided next week so Friends can see it and consider what support (if any) they may be willing 
to provide.  

 
Buildings and Grounds 

• No specific report was provided.  There was discussion about funding for replacing the furnace 
when the time comes.  Becky stated that house savings account funds would be used to cover 
the cost of a new furnace. 

• There is a contractor in place to clear the snow from the parking lot and walkways if there are 3 
or more inches of snow but for lesser amounts, several Friends have been voluntarily clearing 
the snow.  Discussion was held about creating a more defined protocol to ensure that the snow 
is removed. A phone tree will be used for smaller amounts of snow. David Wilcox, Steven, Deb & 
AM will share responsibility for snow removal.   

 
Scattergood - No report 
 
Old Business  

• Several members attended the Methodist Epiphany potluck.  During the event participants were 
given a list of immigrant issues to prioritize.  There was some surprise at the feedback from 
people who were already assumed to know about immigrant issues.  

  
Note taker – Debi Meyers 


