
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
February 23, 2020 

 
Attendees:  Steven Cannon, Becky Musselman, Ebby Luvaga, Ted Solomon, AM Fink, Deb Fink, Jean 
Hansen, Lee Tesdell, Debi Meyers  
 
Minutes 
Minutes of the January 26th meeting were read and accepted with a correction. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Becky distributed the Treasurer’s Report. Expenditures were normal for the month.  Blank checks 
have been ordered but not yet received.  Checks will be written upon receipt of the new blank 
checks.   
 
Ministry and Counsel 

• The committee met on February 4th. Planning is underway for the Osher Lifelong Learning 
Institute (OLLI) class on Quakerism scheduled for April 14th, 5:30-7:30 pm. Currently 27 
people have signed-up. Deb and David Wilcox will be conducting the class. 

• The committee discussed pastoral care for Friends.  Plans are underway to send a note to all 
who have attended Meeting to see what their needs are and whether there is anything we 
can do to facilitate their return.  They would also be asked if they want to continue to be on 
our list.  Steven read the draft of the note.  Feedback from attendees was that the note 
sounded thorough. Suggestions were: 1) compare the proposed mailing list with the list of 
donors who give once a year and 2) add a request to the note that if the recipient is not 
coming back to Meeting, ask for more information about why s/he was not coming back.  
The note will be sent within the next two weeks. 

• Deb submitted the following for inclusion in the Minutes: “Martha McDonald, wife of Ames 
Meeting attender Lloyd McDonald, died on 27 January 2020.  Although Martha and Lloyd 
moved to Waterford Assisted Living in Ames in the summer of 2019, Martha was never well 
enough to be physically present for first-day worship.  We followed her condition, eventual 
hospice care and passing through reports from Lloyd. We hold Lloyd, their children and 
grandchildren in the Light as they grieve the loss of Martha.” 

• Last month, David Wilcox and Victoria started a monthly Meeting for Healing. Future 
Meetings will be held at 5:00 pm on the last Thursday of each month.  

• Deb has been taking on the role of Greeter but suggested to attendees that the function 
should be shared among members. Attendees agreed. A sign-up sheet will be posted on the 
bulletin board. 

• Jeff Cox died suddenly.  Jeff was an active member of the Iowa City Friends Meeting and of 
the Iowa Yearly Meeting. The memorial service was at Scattergood.  

 
FCNL 

• The Meeting will be sponsoring Valaria Camacho, DACA graduate student in Agronomy, to 
attend the Spring Lobby Weekend in Washington, March 29-31. Ms. Camacho has taken a 
course on climate change to prepare for upcoming meeting.  



• The deadline for input into identifying FCNL advocacy priorities for the 117th Congress is 
April 10th after which point the comments will go to the FCNL Policy Committee.  Each 
member of the Committee will then take an issue and boil down the comments. 

• Ebby is on the committee planning the upcoming Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy 
Institute. She requested input from attendees about possible themes and speakers.   

 
AFSC – no report 
 
AMOS – no report except that David Hansen met with the new executive director.  
 
ASIP  

• Jean reported that during the last meeting there was a wonderful presentation from Karen 
and Mike Lauer who initiated and established the sanctuary status of the Unitarian 
Universalist Church in Des Moines.  The Lauers brought two transgender women out of 
detention from the Border who are now waiting for their hearings.  The next ASIP meeting 
will be about jail visitation. 

 
AIRA - no report 
 
Buildings and Grounds - no report 
 
Scattergood 

• The Scattergood Foundation met several weeks ago and voted to allow funding to search for 
a new Director. The current Director will be leaving at the end of the academic year. 

 
Old Business  

• The next Experiment with Light will be March 10th at 7:00 pm.   
• Midyear meeting in scheduled for April 25-26th at Bear Creek Meetinghouse. Deb and AM 

offered a ride to anyone going to the meeting.  They will be staying overnight. 
 
 
Note taker – Debi Meyers 


