
  Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
April 8, 2020 via Zoom 

 
Attendees:  David Hansen, Ebby Luvago, Steven Cannon, Charlie Johnson, Susan Ziegler, Deb Fink, AM 
Fink, Virginia Albright, David Wilcox, Debi Meyers 
 
Minutes  
Minutes of the February 23 meeting were read and accepted. 
 
Report of building break-in during the last week of March 

Four drug users broke into the Meetinghouse last month.  It was reported by the women living 
north of the meetinghouse.  While inside these men rearranged some things, possibly used the 
phone, stole a few items, turned the thermostat up to 81 degrees, put two rugs out in the rain, 
and left drug paraphernalia, cigarette butts, etc.  They entered by cutting through a screen 
(which has since been repaired) and opening an unlocked window. The police knew the 
individuals and caught one of them inside. The men were charged with drug equipment 
violation and trespassing (misdemeanors) rather than breaking and entering (a felony). There 
may have been an attempted re-entry after the police left. The building has been secured, and 
Deb and A.M. will be checking the Meetinghouse daily. Deb had called Officer Clare for more 
information, but she has not received a return call. 

Follow-up: 

! Need to see whether long-distance phone charges were incurred.  

! Contact neighborhood association lead (Debby Lee), and the police officer assigned to 
the area. 

! Deb will forward the police report and contact information to Charlie, Ebby, and Victoria 
who will then meet with the police to confirm what charges were filed and why.  

! Discussed the need for a standing property committee.  No decision was reached. 

Treasurer’s Report - none 
 
Ministry & Counsel 

• The OLLI Class is scheduled for April 14th at 5:30 via Zoom. David Wilcox & Deb have prepared 
four topic areas for presentation: the Ames Friends Meeting, Quaker history, Quakers in Iowa 
(including Scattergood and the Tinker case), and the wider Quaker organization (i.e. FCNL). 
Originally the class was capped at 30 but 6 more were added due to interest. 

• The Meeting for Healing took place last month.  The next meeting is scheduled for April 30th at 
1:30. 

• For Friends who are interested, there will be a walk in Carr Park on Easter Sunday.  The group 
will meet at 8:00 a.m. at the bridge. Meeting for Worship will follow at 10:30 a.m. via Zoom. 

• The Midyear Meeting will be conducted via Zoom.  Interested participants should register in 
advance to get a Zoom password for the events.  

 



• Daishin McCabe and Jisho Siebert (ZenFields.org) have been looking for a physical space in Ames 
where a small group of Soto Zen practitioners can practice.  They currently use a space in Des 
Moines. Steven, who participates, asked if the Meetinghouse could be used for their sessions.  
After discussion, the consensus was that the group can use the Meetinghouse at no charge.  
Currently the practitioners are not meeting in person due to COVID-19 restrictions.  The group 
does not charge but does accept donations.   

 
FCNL 

• The Spring Lobby Weekend was switched to a virtual meeting format due to COVID-19. There 
were 500 young adults online. Contacts were made with 138 congressional offices and the focus 
was on climate change. Ebby will follow-up with Valaria Camacho who was planning to attend 
online and will invite her to speak with Ames Friends about her experience. American Airlines is 
giving us credit for the cancellation. Deb & AM paid in advance for housing, but this will be 
refunded as will the registration fee, meals, and other transportation expenses.  

• April 22 is the 50th anniversary of Earth Day. Training is being provided to help people to lobby 
for change. There will be a webinar on April 15th at 5:30 on radical Quakerism. 

• The House passed a resolution to prevent going to war against Iran.  
• Deb submitted our suggested priorities for the upcoming 117th Congress. Deb will send out the 

final list to everyone.  Members thanked Deb for her work on pulling all this material together. 
Ebby mentioned that the deadline has been extended for submitting priorities to FCNL.   

• The dates for the Annual Meeting and Quaker Policy Institute Lobby are November 12-15, 2020. 
As of now, the theme is “Fierce Love.” Ebby will suggest to Nicholas that he apply for the 
Advocacy Corps although at the moment he is very career oriented and looking for a job. 

 
AFSC  

• AFSC has been conducting an e-course “Changing Systems, Changing Ourselves.”  The last 
course is coming up soon.  AFSC is closing the Des Moines office.  Erika will be presenting to 
ASIP. 

 
AMOS  

• There was a Zoom meeting yesterday.  The emergency housing program is shut down. Six 
people have been placed in mobile housing. The community ID program has been called off 
because of COVID-19 restrictions. Participants were encouraged to visit with city and county 
official to make requests for funds to keep AMOS-affiliated programs going. 

 
ASIP  

• The next ASIP meeting will be a teleconference on Monday.  There has been good support for 
the new COVID-19 Story County Emergency Immigration Fund. So far, $13,000 has been raised. 
David Hansen is on the Executive Committee.  A flyer was put together in Spanish and English 
with information about the fund.  Already 15 applications for assistance have been received, 
mostly for rent.  The priority continues to be undocumented immigrants.  

 
AIRA 

• The Executive committee met today.  There has not been a lot of activity for refugees.  Severe 
problems continue with finances, childcare and child oversight.  There may be $1,500 available 



from the federal government to support the Fund. This would need to come through local 
government entities.  

 
Building and Grounds 

• Spring clean-up is approaching. Charlie will make a list of tasks that Friends can sign-up to 
undertake. 

• The night light on the porch needs repair.  David Wilcox will look at it.  
• The neighbors to the north have a family member who does tree trimming and who has agreed 

to take out the volunteer tree along the north side property line. They also will trim the 
Mulberry tree that extends over the parking lot.   

• The question was raised as to whether we have all the parts to the leaf blower.  Susan will 
check.   

 
Scattergood 

• The new director of Scattergood is John Zimmerman from Princeton, NJ.  All classes will be 
online for the foreseeable future.  International students are still staying with host families in 
this country.  Last Sunday there was a story about Scattergood on the front page of the Iowa Life 
section of the Des Moines Register.  

 
Other items 

• Lloyd McDonald is very lonely and would really appreciate telephone calls from Friends. His 
number is 715-1608.   

• Semakaleng called Ebby from Seattle. She is doing well and is staying with her daughters. 
 
 
Note taker – Debi Meyers 
 
 

 


