
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
May 20, 2020 – via Zoom 

 
Attendees:  Jean Hansen, Ebby Luvago, Steven Cannon, Charlie Johnson, Susan Ziegler, Deb Fink, AM 
Fink, Debi Meyers 
 
Minutes  
Minutes of the April 8th meeting were read and accepted. 
 
Treasurers Report – none 
 
Ministry & Counsel  

• Next Tuesday there will be a hearing for one of the men who trespassed the Meetinghouse. 
Commander Tuttle will be contacted to make him aware of the expenses incurred due to the 
break-in (batteries for the Weed Wacker, cleaning supplies, cost of cleaning two rugs.) 

• The question was raised about the possibility of allowing donations through Pay Pal. Concerns 
had been expressed about the safety of checks sent to the Meetinghouse.  After discussion, the 
consensus was that a decision about Pay Pal or other alternative financial platforms should be 
deferred until there was more interest. 

• Discussion was held about the benefits of adding an internet connection to the website so 
people could attend meetings. The downside of doing so would be the significant on-going 
monthly expense.  A decision was postponed until such time as the need to do so becomes more 
apparent. 

• Concern was expressed about the impact of having split meetings due to social distancing 
requirements surrounding COVID-19.  There was discussion about what other Friends meetings 
are doing and resources available. Ministry & Counsel will explore options and get back to the 
group. The suggestion was made to have next Sunday’s meeting outside in the parking lot, 
weather permitting.   

• Thirty people attended the OLLI Class on Quakerism. There was a lot of interest from attendees 
about ancestors who might have been Quakers or involved with Quakers. The suggestion was 
made to add instructions to the website inviting people to ask questions. 

• Daishin McCabe and Jisho Siebert toured the Meetinghouse and were enthusiastic about being 
able to hold their Soto Zen practitioners’ gatherings at the Meetinghouse once COVID-19 
restrictions are lifted. 

• Carolyn Raffensperger, a lawyer who works on tribal concerns, inequality, and food insecurity 
will talk about homelessness after next Sunday’s meeting. 

 
FCNL 

• The national committee received priorities this week.  
• There may be more participation at the Annual Meeting and Quaker Policy Institute Lobby if 

done virtually because people who could not afford to travel could now attend.  
• The Violence Against Women Act is up in the Senate. People are encouraged to go to the FCNL 

website and submit letters of support.   
 



AFSC – no report 
 
AMOS – no report because the group has not met. 
 
AIRA  

• English language activities have been suspended.  
• The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated problems in the refugee community, especially 

increased financial problems such as unemployment and medical expenses. 
 
ASIP  

• Detention Visitation initiative: The Story County Sheriff has agreed to provide detainee names if 
the detainee has consented to have his/her name released. David Hansen has been working to 
identify chaplains who are visiting detainees and would be in a position to make detainees 
aware of the opportunity to have ASIP members visit them.  To date, there has been difficulty 
getting the chaplains to reply but efforts will continue. 

• Story County COVID-19 Emergency Immigration Fund (EIF):  As of May 7, $21,300.85 has been 
distributed to 68 households with an average of $300/month. Because of the number of 
donations to the fund, the monthly amount disbursed has increased to $500 per household. 

• Concern was expressed that the number of people needing monthly assistance will increase if 
the moratorium on evictions is lifted by the Governor. Documented immigrants are receiving 
government funds, but undocumented immigrants are not eligible for this assistance. 

• Bylaws are being drafted.  
• Consideration is being given to creating a fund to help DACA recipients pay reapplication fees. 
• The Meetinghouse donated $500 to ASIP. This amount was matched by an anonymous donor 

for a total of $1,000. ASIP will donate the money to EIF. 
 
Building and Grounds 

• The breaker that controls the outside light is easily tripped and can also be disabled through 
other means.  The decision was made to have an electrician look at the light, and then decide 
what to do.  

• Thanks were extended to Susan for all her efforts in creating such a beautiful yard.   
• Charlie & Susan are working on a sign-up sheet of chores.  

 
Scattergood 

• The school year was completed successfully. Charlie is on the Transition Committee to assist in 
preparations for the new Director, his wife and their two grade-school age children. The hope is 
that this Director will bring renewed energy and funding. 

 
Other items 

• A volunteer is needed for the Interim Committee which acts for Yearly Meeting in-between 
meetings. There is also a need for someone on the Representative Committee with Deb.  The 
committee has been meeting every 2 weeks and works on items such as the budget, nominating 
officers, and rethinking Yearly Meeting.  Anyone interested should contact AM. 

 



• Jean asked if the Meetinghouse could be used for her Mother’s upcoming 102th birthday 
celebration. Yes, any friend can use the Meetinghouse by signing-up on the calendar.  

• Ellie and Jerry Mathews’ son, Carl Mathews, has died.  The service will be on May 30th at 1:30 at 
the Ames Memorial Cemetery. Charlie will attend the service.  Charlie will also contact Ellie to 
see if there is anything Friends can do as a memorial.  

 

Note taker – Debi Meyers 


