
 Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
June 14, 2020 

 
Attendees:  Jean Hansen, David Hansen, Ebby Luvaga, Steven Cannon, Charlie Johnson, Susan Ziegler, 
Deb Fink, AM Fink, Cindy Hemingway, Lee Tesdell, Becky Musselman, Ted Solomon, Shawn Carbury 
 
Minutes  
Review Minutes of the May 20 meeting (approved) 
 
Ministry & Counsel 

● State of Meeting report, for Yearly Meeting. This was accepted pending minor changes (add 
mention of pre-meeting session for reading Quaker literature, and mention of OLLI session and 
open house). Steven has sent this to Lorene Ludy for incorporation into the Yearly Meeting 
report. 

● Follow-up regarding building break-in during the last week of March. Charlie, Victoria, and Ebby 
have followed up on this. Charlie reported that he has spoken with two people in the Ames 
police office and requested that the meetinghouse be checked out regularly as part of the patrol 
of the neighborhood. The officers advised that we should not confront unfamiliar people on the 
property but should call the police.   

● Ways to help meet the increasing needs of the homeless population in Ames? The sense of the 
meeting is that we should increase our contributions to local organizations that are helping 
meet the needs of households and individuals who are in distress now – whether currently 
homeless or dealing with food insecurity or facing loss of housing. We will increase donations by 
$2,000, with contributions likely split between organizations focusing on food insecurity (St. 
Cecelia, Food at First, Bethesda Lutheran) and organizations focusing on emergency housing 
needs (the Story County Emergency Immigrant fund, the Emergency Residence Project, Good 
Neighbor). The budget committee (Deb, Ebby, Becky) will meet to decide specific allocations. 

● Follow-up on discussion with Carolyn Raffensperger’s visit on May 31st to discuss responses to 
food insecurity. The sense of the meeting is that, while we share Carolyn’s concern about 
potential for increasing food insecurity in the medium-term future (half a year to a year out), we 
would like to focus our efforts on current needs, through organizations that may be able to do 
some planning for medium-term needs. We will reevaluate as we go. For the time-being, we will 
increase donations to local organizations (see above). 

● Evaluation of options for meeting during time of (semi-)quarantine. Hybrid meeting OK (at the 
meetinghouse & via Zoom)? There was no clear decision about how we should meet going 
forward. We will evaluate as we go. We will likely continue with a hybrid pattern through the 
summer, with some meeting in-person (outside if possible), and some joining remotely via 
Zoom. 

Budget & Treasurer’s report 
● [submitted report from Becky]. Discussion of the meeting’s annual allotment for Yearly Meeting: 

we currently give $4,400 to Yearly Meeting. This is used for Scattergood, travel to AFSC and 
Friends World Committee for Consultation, meeting organization, etc. The sense of the meeting 
is that we should continue with the same amount for the coming year. 

● Adding internet connection for the Meeting? Offer by Daishin McCabe and Jisho Siebert to pay 
half of internet connection fee. The sense of the meeting is that we gratefully accept Daishin 



and Jisho’s offer, and will plan to pay for the balance. We need to see what provider will be best 
to use (MetroNet or other). Steven will evaluate and report. 

● Zoom license for the AFM’s exclusive use: Charlie’s access to the Zoom license that we have 
been using will terminate at the end of the month. Deb offered that the meeting is welcome to 
use the Zoom account that her writing group uses. 

FCNL 
● Annual Meeting and Public Policy Institute: This will be online Nov 14-17. The emphasis will be 

on Black Lives Matter. Being online, this will be an opportunity for many more people (including 
any in our meeting) to participate. 

● FCNL staff are able to help set up virtual lobby visits with our representatives. 
AFSC  

● Victoria would like to step aside as representative. 
● David has completed the online training course on “Changing Systems Changing Ourselves,” and 

said that it was worthwhile. 
AMOS  

● The Delegate Assembly has been approved. Current budget is ~$130k. 
● The Ames Friends Meeting is listed as being paid up. Many participating organizations have not 

paid their full dues. 
ASIP  

● Debi Myers is lead for our meeting. David reports that bylaws have been drafted and circulated 
for review. 

AIRA 
● Focuses on continuing refugee assistance. This has been difficult during this COVID quarantine 

period – for example, requiring discontinuing of English as a Second Language training. 
Building and Grounds 

● We are waiting for an electrician to evaluate the circuit that supports the rear floodlight. 
Scattergood 

● The schoolyear finished successfully online. 
● Two new people will be moving into administrator positions, including John Zimmerman as Head 

of School, starting July 1. The middles chool has hired a head teacher. Thomas Webber is 
transitioning out after his retirement from Head of School. 

Other items 
● Yearly Meeting: Steven has volunteered to serve on the Interim Committee, replacing Gordon 

Bivens. Will serve with A.M. 
● No business meeting in July. 


