
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
10/25/2020 (via Zoom) 

 
Attendees: Jean Hansen, A.M. Fink, Deb Fink, Charlie Johnson, David Hansen, Victoria Albright, Steven 
Cannon, David Wilcox, Suzanne Zeigler, Cindy Hemingway, Debi Meyers 
 
Minutes  

•  Minutes from the September 27 meeting were approved pending any comments received after 
the meeting.  

 
Treasurer’s Report  

• The Treasurer’s Report was received.  The children of Lloyd and Martha McDonald sent a check 
for $150 in memory of their parents. Becky will send a thank you note.  

• Charlie has been researching internet options for the Meetinghouse, specifically Metro Net and 
Mediacom.  Metro Net is the better value.  The Mediacom proposal is $80 per month for one 
year. After one year, the monthly rate increases to $100.99 plus $12 modem rental fee plus 
installation fee plus activation fee.  The rate is for a commercial account.  The question was 
raised about the possibility of getting the residential rate (instead of the commercial rate) which 
is less expensive. Some of the Friends who have Metro Net said the picture is crisper and the 
downloads faster. Charlie will contact Metro Net to see if we can use the residential rate and 
whether we can increase the speed in the future if needed.  Questions were raised about why 
we are looking at spending money on internet service at all, especially since there are other uses 
for the money such as supporting ASIP.  The original impetus was to better view videos from 
FCNL/Quaker Speak and to enhance communication between those meeting in-person and 
those meeting via Zoom.  

 
Ministry and Counsel  

• The group has been talking about connecting with members who have not been attending and 
inviting them to join the Zoom call.  

 
Participation with Ames Sanctuary Interfaith Partnership (ASIP) 

• During last month’s meeting there was a strong sense of support for ASIP but not a clear action 
plan.  Deb, Debi, Jean, David Hansen, and Ted all signed up to write letters to ICE detainees. ASIP 
has the capacity to translate these letters.  The suggestion was made to possibly have the 
Meeting put backpacks together for detainees who are being deported. Iowans For Immigrant 
Freedom has guidelines for putting together the backpacks.  

 
Reports from other groups 

• We have been asked if we want to sponsor someone to go to FCNL Spring Lobby Weekend. 
There is currently money budgeted for a sponsorship. The recommendation was made to seek 
out a new person rather than sponsoring the same person as last year.  Steven will contact Eby 
who has the best connections on the ISU campus.  

• The FCNL 2020 Annual Meeting and Quaker Public Policy Institute is taking place November 14-
17.  Speakers include Amelia Kegan and Diane Randal who will talk about police brutality and 



the militarization of the police force as well as a plenary keynote by Amelia Kegan and Diana 
Ohlbaum on the meaning of the election. Friends are encouraged to sign up for and attend the 
conference.  

• Charlie reported that Scattergood has 2-3 students from Afghanistan where 23 people recently 
died at the bombing of the school that some of the Scattergood students had attended. Friends 
of Scattergood students were killed. 

 
 
 
Notetaker – Debi Meyers 
 


