
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
2/28/21 via Zoom 

 
Attendees:  David Hansen, Steven Cannon, Charlie Johnson, Lee Tesdell, Cindy Hemingway, A.M. Fink, 
Deb Fink, Becky Mussellman, Ebby Luvago, Susan Zeigler, Ted Solomon, Debi Meyers 
 
Minutes from the January 24, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
January checks went out to local non-profits. Checks to Friends organizations will go out in March. The 
bill for snow removal was $370 for clearance of the parking lot six times.   
 
ASIP (Ames Sanctuary Interfaith Partners)  

• Collegiate United Methodist Church (CUMC) had been exploring the possibility of using the 
congregation’s apartment for an immigrant. They have since found out that the City of Ames 
zoning rules prohibit using the church’s property for such a purpose. Additionally, the costs to 
bring the apartment up to Code would be prohibitive. The ACLU was contacted regarding the 
legality of the city limiting how a church can use its’ own property. Their opinion was that the 
city’s determination was contrary to federal regulations. 

• The DACA Committee has a number of applicants whose DACA eligibility is set to expired within 
the next 60 days which will put them at risk of losing their job and being deported. Financial 
donations are especially needed to enable these DACA recipients to stay in Iowa. ASIP has a new 
post office box (#65) to receive donations. 

• There continues to be extensive work done to bring an immigrant from Honduras to Ames. She 
and her 5-year-old child have made it to a Guatemalan immigration center and are applying for 
asylum through the U.S. Embassy. Her husband has passed away. She must have an individual 
who qualifies as the primary sponsor to come to the U.S. If that person is not in a position to 
provide housing, etc., faith congregations can step forward to provide this and she will pass into 
the U.S. completely legally and eligible for a green card (but that can take a considerable time 
for approval). More information will be provided at the next Meeting for Business. 

 
FCNL (Friends Committee on National Legislation) 

• Potential attendees for the Spring lobbying event were sent a link regarding the event, but no 
one replied back with interest.  The event is now free because it is virtual. Ebby will send 
information about the event to previous attendees and also to several students who might be 
interested in attending 

• The FCNL Western Iowa Team has been undergoing training. Another training is scheduled for 
tomorrow at 4:00.  The group has been doing research on the new congressional district #4 
representative, Randy Feenstra.  The Team sent a request for a meeting with Senator Ernst. 
Senator Ernst is not available for a meeting, but her staff could attend. No date or time has been 
set. A request was also sent to Senator Grassley, but no date or time has been set.  

• FCNL is asking for donations to their general lobby fund and education fund. The greatest need 
is the lobby fund. We have a 2021 budget item for the lobby fund. If the $750 budgeted for the 
Spring lobbying event is not spent, that money could be used for another purpose. After 



discussion, the consensus was that we should donate an additional $200 to the lobby fund and 
$500 to the ASIP DACA fund.  

 
Ministry and Counsel 

• The suggestion was made to reinstate monthly discussions in the form of queries or other 
topics. Details about dates and times have not been worked out yet. David Wilcox will 
coordinate. 

• There was agreement that we return to one-hour meetings on those days when there is nothing 
after the meeting.   

• The theme of the Mid-Year Meeting is ”How does White Supremacy Interfere with Our 
Spirituality?”  Cindy has sent out instruction for how to sign-up. There will be small group 
breakout session for discussion.  

• The Iowa Yearly Meeting is scheduled for July 22-25th. The Penn Valley, Des Moines Valley, and 
Ames Friends were in charge of entertainment/activities last year, but that Yearly Meeting was 
cancelled due to the pandemic. The same group will work on entertainment/activities for this 
year. No decision has been made yet about whether the Meeting will be all virtual or a hybrid. 
The potential list of events includes a presentation about Ebby’s work in Africa and a workshop 
about “Experiment with Light” which would be facilitated by Ames Friends. Becky would be 
willing to put together this workshop. The full Yearly Meeting agenda is still in flux. The theme of 
the Meeting is “Tapestry of Transformation: Sharing out Light.” 

• Ebby is giving a virtual presentation on the March 11th at ISU and inviting people to attend. The 
presentation is part of Women’s History Month.  

 
Scattergood  

• The school is preparing to bring students back to the campus. School enrollment is up. John 
Zimmerman, the Head of School, is working on the budget for next year. There will probably an 
update at Yearly Meeting. 

 
 
Note Taker – Debi Meyers  


