
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 
4/25/21 via Zoom 

 
Attendees:  David Hansen, Steven Cannon, Charlie Johnson, Lee Tesdell, Cindy Hemingway, 
A.M. Fink, Deb Fink, Becky Mussellman, Ebby Luvago, Susan Zeigler, Ted Solomon, Debi Meyers 
 
Minutes from the February 28, 2021 meeting were reviewed and approved. 
 
Steven attended a workshop on clerking. Items of particular interest were the suggestions that 
people raise their hand and then be called on to speak, and to keep the agenda sparse.  
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Checks will be going out to Friends organizations this month. Checks have already been sent to 
ASIP and Scattergood. Contributions are larger than 10 years ago as is membership. The 
question was asked about what an average contribution should be? Becky responded that 
donations should be based on your ability and number of organizations a person supports. It is 
a personal decision. Whatever people are led to give. 
 
Transfer of Membership 
The following Certificate of Transfer of Membership was received from the Clerk of Live Oak 
Friends: 

“Dear Friends: A certificate of Transfer of Membership has been requested on behalf of 
David Wilcox, a member of Live Oak Friends Meeting in South Central Yearly Meeting, who 
has resided in your community for the past two years. He has been a valued member of our 
community since November of 2004, where he has been active on many committees, 
including hospitality committee, property committee, finance committee, planning 
committee, nominating committee, and also helped with the first years of Quaker Peace 
Festival. He has served a stint of six years as Associate Clerk of Meeting, Clerk and Past 
Clerk. He also served as clerk of the worship and ministry committee. To quote David: 
‘Suffice it to say, I loved service to LOFM as much as I loved those who attended.’ 

We will miss his loving care in our community and are glad to see him finding a new 
spiritual home to share his many gifts and deep love.” 

Signed on behalf of Live Oak Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society Friends, held the 
twenty first day of February 2021. Leada Dietz, Clerk 

 
Ministry and Counsel 

• Discussion was held regarding how and when to move back to in-person meetings. 
Zoom has taught us some useful things. Some Friends would like to join from the 
Meetinghouse. Currently Deb needs to be at home to connect people. If we had a 
password, people could admit themselves to the meeting. Lee suggested a dedicated 
laptop at the meetinghouse with internet connectivity. David Wilcox will go to 
Mediacom to see if they could offer a way via a cable that could supply us with internet 



more cheaply than $1,000/year. A subcommittee of Charlie and David will report back 
on connectivity. Currently we are paying $30-34/month for the landline.  

• Other questions under discussion: What will meeting look like once we have returned to 
physical space? Will there be a monthly potluck or monthly discussions, etc.?  

 
ASIP (Ames Sanctuary Interfaith Partners) 

• Linda Hanson from United Church of Christ gave a presentation. She and her husband 
have accepted a call to return to ministry in Honduras. She shared past experiences and 
gave a description of the current situation in Omoa where they will be stationed. 

• The immigrant from Honduras is still in Mexico and continues her efforts to request 
asylum in the United States. The person in Ames who has agreed to be a financial 
sponsor has spoken to the immigrant and believes she will be an excellent contribution 
to our community. St. Thomas has taken the first steps towards becoming a 
congregational support. The Sponsor has a meeting with an attorney in Nebraska and 
may have an attorney in Mexico who could help with applying for sponsorship.   

• The Hardin County Detention Facility has terminated its’ contract with ICE and has so far 
transferred out all but 7 detainees. 

• A form has been developed and emailed to gauge the level of volunteer support that 
would be available should an immigrant come to Ames. The “Sponsorship Resource 
Database – Possible Volunteer Areas of Interest” form is different from the survey taken 
last year in that the new form includes activities of particular need for a community-
based immigrant while the previous form was designed for an immigrant in physical 
sanctuary. A request was made to send out the form again to those on the Friends 
distribution list. 

• A motion was made, seconded, and passed to send a letter to the Governor regarding 
her position on denying assistance to immigrant children. 

• Collegiate United Methodist Church awarded a $5,000 grant to the ASIP DACA Fund 
Committee to pay filing fees for DACA applicants and recipients. 

 
Buildings and Grounds 

• Help is needed with the yard. Susan will send out a list of tasks. 
 
Other items 
A nominating committee is needed to see if people are interested in continuing in their current 
position. Becky agreed to continue as Treasurer. Lee is willing to take over as Clerk and serve on 
the nominating committee. Steven was thanked for his past leadership as Clerk. 
 
 
Note taker – Debi Meyers 
 
 


