
Ames Friends Meeting for Business 

5/23/21 

 

Attendees:  Lee Tesdell, Deb Fink, A.M. Fink, Charlie Johnson, Debi Meyers, David Hansen 
 
Minutes from the April meeting were approved pending any changes submitted after the meeting. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
The Treasurer’s Report was distributed. A contribution has been budgeted for David Zarembka (Global 
Giving), but David recently died so there was a question about whether this giving will continue. Deb will 
contact David’s daughter to check the status of David’s organization. A.M. will touch base with Becky 
about contributions budgeted to Friends organizations but not yet distributed. 
 
Transfer of Membership 
The following Certificate of Transfer of Membership was received from the Clerk of Live Oak Friends: 

“Dear Friends: A certificate of Transfer of Membership has been requested on behalf of Victoria 
Albright, a member of Live Oak Friends Meeting in South Central Yearly Meeting, who has resided in 
your community for the past two years. Victoria started attending LOFM in 2000 while the new 
Meeting House was under construction. At that time she was exploring a new religious community 
due to the LGBT controversy in the United Methodist Conference. 

She has been a valued member of our community since November of 2004 where she has 
participated in many facets of LOFM life, including serving on the following committees: Hospitality, 
Landscaping, Earthcare Witness, Worship and Ministry, Outreach, and Peace and Social Action 
(including developing an 8-part Nonviolence 101 curriculum). She was also active in the American 
Friends Service Committee for 7 years as clerk of the Midwest Region and 5 years on the AFSC Board 
of Directors. 

We will miss her loving care in our community and are glad to see her finding a new spiritual 
home to share her many gifts and deep love. 

Signed on behalf of Live Oak Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends, held the 
sixteenth day of May 2021. Leada Dietz, Clerk.” 

 
Ministry and Counsel 

• Status of internet – The charge to have both internet and phone service through Mediacom 
would be$52/month for the first year and up to $70/month the next year. Metro Net continues 
to treat Friends as a business which would cost twice as much as Mediacom and have less 
speed. A contract was initiated with Mediacom. Installation was scheduled for May 28, but 
when the technician came, he said he could not use the existing line and that a tree branch from 
the neighbor’s yard needed to be removed before he could install the line.  After discussion, the 
decision was made to charge the Zen group $10/month for use of the internet at the 
Meetinghouse. (Lee will let Steven know of this decision.) 

• No final determination has been made about continuing to offer a Zoom option for meetings. At 
some point we may need to buy a Zoom account and possibly purchase a dedicated laptop. Lee 
volunteered to pay half the cost of a laptop. 

 
ASIP (Ames Sanctuary Interfaith Partners) 

• Twenty-two people returned “Sponsorship Resource Database – Possible Volunteer Areas 
of Interest” form.  



• The DACA Fund received another grant from Collegiate United Methodist Church bring the total 
awards to $13,000. It is anticipated that about 60 DACA applicants/recipients will be helped by 
the fund before the end of the first phase. 

• The COVID-19 Emergency Fund for Story County Immigrants continues to operate. Some 
families have transitioned off the fund but there are still new applications coming in. 

• An apartment has been found for “Linda” and her son should they be able to get into the United 
States. They remain in Mexico but have upcoming meetings with immigration authorities to 
review their asylum request. 

 
FCNL (Friends Committee on National Legislation) 

• Friends have until noon on Wednesday to sign on to a letter to Congress in support of the 
cleaner world infrastructure initiative, HR 1733, and HR 1734. 

• FCNL sent out a survey to help identify priorities for the coming year. 

• Efforts are underway to find a new General Secretary to replace Diane Randall. 

• The Western Iowa Advocacy Team is working on repeal of the military force authorization. 
Senator Grassley is one of a number of sponsors of a bipartisan bill which should be debated 
within the month.  The Advocacy Team has met with Rep. Cindy Axne, staff from Sen. Joni 
Ernst’s office and are trying to get a meeting with Rep. Feenstra. 

 
Iowa Yearly Meeting (IYM) 

• The Yearly Meeting will be held online July 22-25. The theme is “Tapestry of Transformation: 
Sharing the Light.” Ebby will be doing one session on her work in Africa.  Another session will be 
devoted to Experiment with Light. 

• Deb will continue as the Ames Friends representative to the IYM. David Hansen is the Ministry & 
Counsel representative. A.M. and Steven are on the Interim Committee and Susan and Charlie 
are on the Entertainment Committee. A.M. is also on the Nominating Committee. 

• Deb/Ministry & Counsel will do the State of the Meeting report to IYM, A.M. will do Directory 
Updates and Recorder’s Report, Susan will do Advice & Queries. 

 
Scattergood 

• Things are going well at the school. The School Committee is pleased with the new 
superintendent.  Despite the fact that the school will be ending the year in a deficit, the feeling 
is that the school is on the right track to solvency and growth. 

 
Other Business 

• Deb agreed to be co-clerk with the understanding that she is not serving as “clerk in waiting.” 

• Lee will draft a Letter to the Editor regarding the Palestine/Israel situation. 
 
 

Notetaker – Debi Meyers 


