
Ames Friends Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
First Day, 26 vii [September] 2021

Attendees:
In person - Lee Tesdell (Clerk), Jim Coppoc (minutes), Cindy Hemingway, Ebby

Luvaga, A.M Fink, Deb Fink, Charlie Johnson, Ben Lehman
Online - David Wilcox

Meeting opened at 11:32 a.m. with a moment of silent worship

Agenda and Approval of Minutes
● Proposed agenda for the meeting was approved, with the addition of meeting house

cleaning plans as an agenda item.
● Minutes for the 22 vi [August] 2021 meeting were approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report
● A written report was presented including 6th month’s [August] activity; FY21 budget,

activity and remaining budget; and FY22 proposed budget.
● Clarification was offered that FY22 has already begun, as this meeting’s fiscal years run

from 1 vii [September] to 31 vi [August].
● Lee Tesdell posed the question, “should we carry this much balance when there are

people and organizations who could use our help?”
● Upon discussion, the report was accepted and the proposed budget approved, with the

understanding that future proposals for use of the unbudgeted balance would be
entertained.

Ministry and Counsel
● The meeting will continue offering online delivery as the Delta variant arrives
● The meeting will follow CDC guidelines for in-person delivery to the best of its ability,

including:
○ Meet outside as long as the weather holds;
○ Masks will be required for indoor worship;
○ Potlucks will occur outside as long as the weather holds; and
○ Any of these considerations, especially potlucks, may need revised as conditions

and guidelines change.

ASIP
● ASIP update was tabled, as neither of the members who could report on it were present.

FCNL: Western Iowa Advocacy Team
● A meeting will take place tomorrow with Senator Ernst’s staff to continue advocating for

FCNL-supported legislation.  Members are encouraged to attend and support.
● Charlie Johnson and Ebby Luvaga offered other updates on FCNL’s work.  No further

action was requested.



● Deb Fink reports there is a budget, including ticket credit, to send 1-2 people to an FCNL
meeting in Washington.  Ebby Luvaga has a student in mind.

Additional Items
● Charlie Johnson noted the need for repairs to the meeting room ceiling, the

overhang/soffit on the northeast corner of the meeting house, and the fascia on the
south side of the meeting house.  The meeting approved for Charlie to contact Jon Mehl
for an estimate on these repairs.

● The meeting approved approaching the same contractor as before to make
arrangements for winter snow removal in the parking lot.  Sidewalk clearing has been on
a volunteer basis.  Volunteers will again be needed.

● David Hansen and Ebby Luvaga will approach the new Chief of Police for a meeting
regarding the treatment of an African-American grad student at Iowa State.  This
student’s family, who are Sudanese, have complained of profiling and harassment,
including frequent stops and police cars following the student home.  When the meeting
is arranged, details will be disseminated, and members will be encouraged to attend.

● Ebby Luvaga reports an ongoing effort to offer assistance with documentation, etc for
DACA students.

● Cleaning, yard work and general maintenance are done by volunteers.  This load has
not been shared equitably in recent history.  Members are encouraged to sign up to
volunteer for these activities.

● The basement needs cleaned and possibly decluttered.  The idea of an “Interfaith
Cleaning Day” with all the groups who use the building was proposed, and will be placed
on the next agenda.

● Lee Tesdell notes his gratitude for a pleasant outdoor potluck last week.

Meeting closed at 12:01 pm with a moment of silent worship.

All action items were approved by “sense of the meeting” consensus.

The next Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business will be First Day, 22 viii [October] 2021.


